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About the Southern Appalachian Botanical Society 

In 1935 The Southern Appalachian Botanical Club was formed at West Virginia University for "all persons 
interested in the botany of the Southern Appalachian Mountains."  Today, the name and purpose has changed 
slightly to the Southern Appalachian Botanical Society (SABS) with its focus on the botany of the eastern 
states.  The membership includes professional and amateur botanists from across the country who are 
interested in eastern botany, in the journal, and in the activities of the society. 

 
The purpose of this Society shall be to promote botanical interest and to disseminate information concerning 
the flora and ecology of the southern Appalachian region and the eastern United States.  To this end, there is 
authorized the publication of a scientific periodical to be known as Castanea, The Journal of the Southern 
Appalachian Botanical Society. 
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